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JAPAN CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN CONSERVATION
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Cultural heritage is the property of everyone in the world.
Neither national nor ethnic boundaries should hinder the work of
their protection which must be accomplished through
international cooperation.

The Japan Center for International Cooperation in
Conservation plays a role in conservation, enhances collaboration with
other institutes concerning the protection of cultural property;
collects, disseminates and utilizes information on conservation of
cultural property in other countries; conducts international
exchanges in research; conducts international cooperative
projects and rescue of cultural property in case of disasters; and trains
specialists in conservation of cultural property.

It also cooperates with the International Research Sites
Section of the Institute in Nara to conduct international activities by
both Institutes smoothly.

MProject Planning / Conservation Systems Section is responsible for
the planning and coordination of the international projects of the
Institute. It also conducts research on concepts, policies and
systems for the protection of cultural heritage abroad.

M Conservation Design Section conducts research on
management and utilization plans as well as on the effects of
regional development and tourism on cultural property.

M Regional Environment Section conducts research on natural,
historical, cultural and / or economical environment that can be
effective for the conservation of cultural heritage in the world,
and on the methods of conservation of cultural heritage.
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Secretariat of the Japan Consortium for International Cooperation in
Cultural Heritage

Japan Consortium for International Cooperation in Cultural
Heritage (JCIC-Heritage) was established in 2006 to provide a
common base for coordinated and collaborative international
cooperation by bringing together the wide variety of institutes and
individuals who share a common desire to preserve cultural
heritage. To achieve its goal, JCIC-Heritage constructs networks
among the members, promotes sharing of information, collects
fundamental information related to international cooperation and
raises awareness among Japanese citizens regarding
international cooperation in cultural heritage. Its secretariat is
entrusted to the Japan Center for International Cooperation in
Conservation.
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Poster session held in the workshop, “International Cooperation in
Living Heritage”
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Study on the Theories and Policies regarding the Protection of
Cultural Heritage

Information gathering and analytical study of the theories and
policies for conservation abroad are essential not only for
developing our own protection systems but also for conducting
international cooperation activities. In particular, the Center studies the
role of cultural heritage in local communities and focuses on
regional sustainable development, the linkage of culture and
nature in the context of the cultural landscape, and relevant social
supporting systems.
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A building under restoration is covered by a painted enclosure so as
not to damage the scenery (Florence, Italy)
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Development of a network among conservation institutes and
specialists in Asian countries

In Asia, there are still countries that need understanding and
support from other countries for the conservation of their cultural
heritage. An international network for the exchange of information
among specialists is needed. To build a network among specialists
and organizations from Asia and the world, the Center holds
workshops inside and outside Japan on the protection of cultural
heritage.
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Expert meeting : Cultural Heritage in Central Asia and Contribution of
Japan (Tashkent, Uzbekistan)
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Preparation of study materials for professionals in conservation of
cultural heritage

Training programs are of urgent necessity in countries where
there are continuous internal turmoils, such as Iraq and
Afghanistan, and/or countries where the conservation of cultural
properties is still in a developing state. In those countries, shortage of
conservation experts is an urgent issue that must be addressed
and resolved. It is also necessary to supply basic text books and study
guides for training courses as well as to develop such programs.
Hence, the Center is striving to create and provide multilingual
study materials such as DVDs and instruction texts.
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Instruction text: Conservation Manual for Birch Bark Fragments (case
study of Bamiyan Buddhist manuscripts)






