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EPI (Expanded Programme on Immunization) Strengthening Project

Country - Peoples’ Republic of China

Project Title - JICA EPI Strengthening Project

Date of Record of Disccusions 12 April 2000

Period of Technical Cooperation . 1 June 2000~31 May 2005

Project Sites Beijing City, Shanxi, Shaanxi, Ningxia, Gansu, Qing-

hai and other polio high risk provinces
Implementing Agencies - Department of Disease Control, Ministry of Health,
China Chinese Center for Disease Prevention and
Control (CCDC)
Supporting Agencies of Japan : International Medical Center of Japan (IMCJ)
National Institute of Infectious Diseases (NIID)
Activities and Period : Maintenance of Polio Free Status, Strengthening
Safe Injection and Routine EPI within whole coopera-

tion period

Project Summary :

On May 17-18, 2005, the project held the final seminar to summarize the 5-year
achievement. In China, HBsAg carrier rate is about 10% meaning that 120 million people
are infected. It is likely caused by unsafe injections. The project promoted safe injections
through Training of Trainers (TOT). First, the project trained province—prefecture—county
level EPI staffs, and, after that, the trainees trained township and village doctors. Accumu-
lated number of trained staffs is up to 287, 986. In the end of 2004, implementation rate of
“1 child-1 needle-1 syringe” policy at fixed immunization site is 100% in Shangxi,
Shaangxi and Gansu, 85% in Qinghai, and 75% in Ningxia. It is remarkably increased
compared with the rates in the year of 2000. However, AD and disposable syringes had
been gradually replacing glass syringes at each level, and it caused medical waste prob-
lems. The project introduced “pilot program for gathering and treatment of used syringes”
in 10 counties in project provinces. This program was really successful and it was ex-
tended to other areas. At present, 15308 of 19342 fixed immunization points in 5 provinces
have already introduced this system. This system was included into “National Medical
Wastes Management Regulation” and is covering not only EPI but clinically used syringes

9 times much more than EPI syringes. The project concerned to maintain polio—free status
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in China because of wild polio cases in surrounding countries and outbreak of Vaccine—De-
rived Poliovirus (VDPV). The project also focused on introducing standardized immuniza-

tion clinic and community involvement at village level.
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