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Reevalution of the Public Enterprise and
Mental Damage of the Involuntarily Resettled Locals:

A Cace of Tokuyama Dam Project, Gifu Prefecture
HAMAMOTO Atsushi

Graduate School of Social Sciences
Tokyo Metropolitan University
1-1 Minami-Osawa, Hachioji, Tokyo, 192-0397, JAPAN

The Tokuyama dam construction project was first planned in 1957 as the biggest
reservoir in Japan. As part of the project, Tokuyama village was to be submerged in 1987,
necessitating the resettlement of approximately 1,300 residents. Many have been moved to
urban areas where they now reside. However, in recent years, society's perceptions of dam
projects have changed in Japan as the public's ecological awareness has increased and
doubts have emerged about the over-estimated demand for water and the supposed effects
of flood control. Because of this, the completion of the Tokuyama dam project has been
delayed and it is still under construction. Through in-depth interviews with 32 of the reset-
tled locals, this paper concludes that the residents of Tokuyama village have suffered in
many social domains such as family, employment and other human relations. Because they
continue to be cast as victims, their mental damage is particularly severe. Moreover, since
the entire dam project has questioned in recent years, the victims are now losing the basis

of their existence.

Keywords and phrases: large-scale development project, involuntary resettlement, social

structure of victimization
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