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Lis%, TLTHI%RET — < & LTI, BEYWEBRYER - VK5 X 5 s A ofTA» S
3, ThERELTC, TOTAEREIL RS s o0 hEdE2HTI &L, WIS Y
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WS 2 BSHBHENEFCENEWS T ETH D, Wz b &, BEFOWEIRIC & Hibs
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A Fundamental Understanding of the Sound Material-Cycle
Society and Its Implications for Environmental Sociology

TANIGUCHI Yoshimitsu

Akita Prefectural University
Shimoshinjo Nakano, Akita-city, Akita, 010-0195, JAPAN

The Sound Material-Cycle Society (SMCS), currently often discussed within the con-
text of waste management, originated from broader theories proposing the restoration of
the Sound Material-Cycle of the earth and sound ecosystems that have been heavily dam-
aged by the mass production-mass consumption economy. This paper attempts to eluci-
date SMCS in its original context and to discuss its implications for environmental sociol-
ogy.

It is entropy research that has given rise to the fundamental philosophy underlying
SMCS theories in the most systematic way. The key propositions of SMSC theories based
on the entropy research are as follows: @A Sound Material-Cycle is closely connected
with sound ecosystems; @ Any human activity that may destroy the sound material-cy-
cle of the earth should be banned; @A market economy that promotes a mass production
society should be criticized and replaced by “non market human activities”.

Research on SMCS, in its original sense, has not been pursued in environmental soci-
ology in Japan except for research on the organic agriculture movement. However, this
paper argues that environmental sociology has a new research frontier on SMCS as fol-
lows: @ The discovery of new research themes by the enlargement of the recognition of
“material” and “circulation”; @A new research approach that enables us to understand
apparently unrelated social phenomena as a series of material cycles; @Research on ma-
terials that should not be recycled such as those that are radioactive; @Research on the
transition towards a future society.

Keywords: Sound Material-Cycle Society, Entropy Theory, Material-Cycle, Organic Agricul-
ture, Future Society

110

NI | -El ectronic Library Service



