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Abstract

This paper focuses on a popular novelist Chiyoko Naito, and aims to show a new possibility of women’s expression and literature in
late Meiji era. To become a novelist in those days, it was needed to make a connection to the “Bundan,” an authoritative literature
world. Chiyoko got popular for her fresh writing contributed to the magazine “Jyogaku Sekai”. Becoming a popular writer, she had
no connection to the “Bundan,” and it was an exceptional way for novelists. The motifs of Chiyoko’s novels were girls’ romantic
relationship with male students and those students’ custom. These topics representing the youth culture were progressive and an
expression of the youth fashion. Though Chiyoko was a very poplular writer representing a kind of the youth culture, her reputation
passed into oblivion and her name didn’t seem to get any position in the literary world. This paper considers Chiyoko’s feature and
ascertains her contribution for the progress of the self-expression of women. And this paper also shows that the cause for oblivion
of Chiyoko is related to the lack of the connection to the “Bundan” and to her unique presence which was deeply tied with the youth
culture in the late Meiji era.
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