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The Disaster Response by the Authority of Taiwan during the First Week
Immediately after the Taiwan Earthquake
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During the first week immediately after the Taiwan Earthquake in 1999, the Taiwanese Authority has formulated a series of policy
guidelines as well as concrete countermeasures on disaster response. The authority has adepted “top-down" approach. The top policy
makers paid much attention to the siluation of disaster affected sites and continued their field visits. "Formulation of policy
guidelines” "Concrete countermeasures” and “Field visits by decision makers” were closely linked to address needs promptly and
flexibly in the sites. The Taiwanese Authority’s approach can be considered one of lessons in response to the chaos caused by any big
disasters in future.
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