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"Synopsis. The positive/:feedback function: of ‘the hypothalamo-pituitary: system in agmg women ‘was
investigated by means of intravenous injection of conjugated estrogens. ‘ .
Marked LH surge was observed in both sexually mature young (20- 35 y. 0.) and premenopausal (35 49 y. o

" 0.) women after the intravenous injection of 20mg of confjugated ‘éstrogens. ‘However, merely a small LH ™
- surge was observed in postmer;opausal climacteric (50-55 y. o) women,.and no LH surge in aged (over 56 y. . : -

,,,,,,,

tn fhe patlents Wlth hypergonadotroplc hypogonadlsm who are 1n the same age as sexually maturé
~women, no LH surge was induced’ by conjugated estrogens. . b - :
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But positive feedback test done after oral administration of conjugated estrogens (1.25mg/day) for 14 days
showed positive . reactlon in both the aged women and the patients thh hypergonadotroplc hypogonadlsm
in whom'no'LH sﬁrge had been obsetved before estrogen priming.

The present re5ults suggest that the dysfuction of positive feeddback in aged women is mainly due to the
decreased levels of estrogen produced by the ovaries but not the prlmary orgamc or functional changes of

the hypothalamus or the pituitary.
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