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Report on the Activity of Recovery from the Damage by
the 1998 Papua New Guinea Earthquake and Tsunami
on the Occasion of 15t Year Anniversary
-Grope for Recovery and Countermeasure through PARTIC-
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Abstract

The paper aims to report the activity of Papua New Guinea and Region Tsunami
Conference (PARTIC) held one year after the enormous disaster due to earthquake
and tsunami of 17 July 1998, consisting of three components; Public Awareness (PA),
Tsunami Science (TS), and Disaster Management (DM). In PA, the expert team was
drawn together and sent into the field to talk with survivors with the object of (a)
giving at first hand the very latest findings of the scientific community to the survivors
and (b) demonstrating that there is a clear consensus that the tsunami was a natural
event triggered by an earthquake, and not the mischievous work of miscreants or a
man-made power. The objective of TS sessions were (a) to bring together some of the
scientists who are currently researching into the cause of the tsunami and (b) to
inform PNG-based geo-scientists about tsunami science in general and about the
Aitape tsunami in particular. In DM, representatives of the affected villages, disaster
management officials from the central and local governments and various experts from
NGOs and other organizations reported their findings, reviewed the prevention,
response and relief activities, and discussed better ways to prepare for any future
tsunamis expected to arrive on the coasts of PNG.
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Picture painted by survivors about the
people washed away by the tsunami.
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Photo 2 Picture painted by survivors about the
people Kkilled by the tsunami.
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Table 1 Activity of PARTIC.

w®IHAB 5 B A =
Public Awareness { & | 8% BEABOL R, HE - BEENED
& DOXEE « AFE REE T EoNA R, FREDHBR < IRE
Tsunami Science # #f | Madang H&HE | BEFOWERBOHE, SBOME
BEELBK DLE KOV TOEHKHR
Disaster Management | Madang Fi&#i5 | KEHBIC W TOBREL B DR
RR—=VRA VI oE HI=COF 3

y Sissano Survivor 2,104
%Wﬂ Killed 126

Warapu Survivor 1,460
Killed 1,071

o Original location of villages before
. the tsunami attack

A Re-settled villages

A Temporally-settled villages or
ecavuation

———— New roads

Arop2 Arop Survivor 1,404
Killed 863

Arop1

Malol Survivor 3,816
Killed 126

01 2 3 4 Skm

Fig. 1 Original villages and re-settlement sites in the damaged area. The number of survivors and
killed people are found in the figure (after, Maki et al, 1999).
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Photo 3 Expert team meeting to talk and discuss
with the people at the re-settlement
sites.
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Photo 4 Scientific meeting at Madang city to
exchange the last information and
results on the cause of the 1998 tsunami.
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Table 2 Reviews of the response and recbvery phase in the first 3 days, 4 weeks and 1 year.
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Photo 5 Rehabilitation program center to
support the activities of recovery, re-
settlement and mental care.
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