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A Study of the International Exchanges in North East Asia
: A Case of the Relationship Between Hiroshima and Chongging from the view of Hiroshima city

MINETA Shiro (Graduate School of Social Sciences,Waseda University)

The purpose of this paper is to examine
whether international relationships based on
municipal levels have any possibility of peace
exchanges in North East Asia. Especially, the
paper focuses on the exchanges between Hiro-
shima and Chongqing. In this region, China has
become the center of the economic regionalism
that has grown enormously over the past de-
cade. However, nationalism is emerging in both
China and Japan, impeding the formation of a
state-driven regional community.

Under such international circumstances,

Hiroshima city and Chongqing city have main-

tained a friendship for 20 years in the fields of
economy, environment, culture and education.
Both cities have the same kind of history as
they experienced indiscriminate bombing during
WWIL It is a main point of this paper for both
cities to succeed in overcoming the hardship
coming from nationalism and the limitation of
the framework of local politics. From Hiroshima
city's view point in particular, peace activities
driven by the local government and civil society
have a large effect not only on overcoming na-
tionalism but also on appealing “Peace” without

nuclear weapons toward all over the world
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