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The Bible’s Role
in Charles Dickens’s A Christmas Carol

AKUNE Masako

Two great authors, Tolstoy and Dostoevsky, were influenced greatly by Dickens and spoke
of him as “that great Christian writer”. But like so many Victorian writers, he was not
conspicuously devout. He was reticent on the subject of religion, but we can let an earnest
letter which he wrote to the Reverend D. Macrae speak for him.

... . All my strongest illustrations are drawn from the New Testament: all my social
abuses are shown as departures from its spirit: all my good people are humble, chari-
table, faithful, and forgetting. I cream them in express words as disciples of the
Founder of our religion ...

In his work, he puts a religious emphasis on the New Testament rather than on the Old,
on Christ rather than on Jehovah.

First of all, this study is to show the base of the his faith through his itineracy of his
Christianity, and secondly to examine the relationship his religious beliefs and the Bible
through his works, his letters and his will. Finally I view from the Bible’s role as allusion

in A Christmas Carol.
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I commit my soul to the mercy of God
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
and I exhort my dear children humbly to
try to guide themselves by the teaching of
the New Testament in its broad spirit, and
to put no faith in any man’s narrow con-

struction of its letter here and there®.
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Never take a mean advantage of anyone
in any transaction, and never be hard upon
people who are in your power. Try to do to
others, as you would have them do to you ...

I put a New Testament among your
books ... Because it is the best book that
ever was or will be known in the world,
and because it teaches you the best lessons
by which any human creature who tries to
be truthful and faithful to duty can possi-
bly be guided.

Only one thing more on this head ...
Never abandon the wholesome practice of
saying your own private prayers, night

and morning".
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He told me, coming home, that he
hoped the people saw him in the church,
because he was a cripple, and it might be
pleasant to them to remember upon
Christmas Day, who made lame beggars
walk and blind men see. (p.43)
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The blind receive their sight, the lame
walk, lepers are cleaned, and the deaf hear,
the dead are raised up, the poor good news
preached to them. (LK.7 : 22)
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“A Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year to the old man, whatever he is!”
said Scrooge’s nephew. “He wouldn't take
it from me, but may he have it, neverthe-
less. Uncle Scrooge!” (p.54) "
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“And He took a child, and put him in
the midst of them.”
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Remember ! — It is christianity TO DO
GOOD always —even to those who do evil
to us. It is christianity to love our neighbor
as ourself, and to do to all men as we would
have them Do to us. It is Christianity to

be gentle, merciful, and forgiving ..."
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