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ABSTRACT Many 2D finite element analyses prefer quadrilateral meshes over triangular meshes to improve

accuracy and efficiency of the analyses. Automation of quadrilateral mesh generation is therefore a vital problem.

This report first summarizes requirements for quadrilateral mesh generation methods. Conventional meshing

methods are then introduced with their problems, and recent methods which solve the problems are also introduced.

. @FL&IC

BRERECESTIL, NFECEREEL SO
%5t B CRIERNC RS BETEIFCAV- b B iR
B BERITFETH D, ARERESCESEIL,
HEEEOWEEYEE TS 2 RTTOMBEE, ERFR
OYBMBAYERT A 3KTOMENDS. 2KRILOK
EfEH T, MERYERLT oo, =M@, v
2P 2, v BERT A, 3RITOKMBEHENT
i3, ZERIERA BRI T o, HEE A » v 2R
NEEA » v EHT 5.

FTHEOHEBENORFEC X b, BRERECES
B X A EEEEORBRIERLOERHS. Lo
L, TORERE LTD 2y~ EARTRL, EfREL
MNHEHEA TV, FDD, Ao v DHEYE
BFHEOMEMBEIIEFCERThbRA TS, BT
QRTEDEAA o Y2 BIUOWEAA » ¥ 210D WT
i, EETIHHEROSEL D CAD ¥ 7 i d BEMER
BREXNEBA I LTV 5.

—F, Ao v DERRERE, FORELBUREC
KERBEEYEX DB ENE. £y V2 BEROER
DERL, BOBEYEAILLERL RS, T,
WHEHENKE BT AT TLROBELHD S
DI A 5 ¥ 2 BEEYACBUNENS B, Th
LS DAL T3 E R ORI 2T 2 5 7oL 2
o Y2 BEAAVSEILAEE L. D, HEE
OBE LR OBERBICB -~ 1o hmlc L,
DERTHAMC A » ¥ 2 BRIHBIELCEFILT
WHZEAEE LVEELSE . DX 5K, ARE

Survey of automated quadrilateral mesh generation methods.
By Takayuki Itoh (IBM Japan Ltd).
*EBEATA - E— - = ABEFUEEB TSR

FRIEE 6 A

FEPESEDTDD A 5 ¥ 2T, XFIF B
DHBH. T TRAEATIE, A v >¥a¥HBICHEENT
BT T, ThbOBELHCTREELLA v ¥
=X BEAERT S FEOMARMENE TR TV 5.
AT, BEVERFEOMRMAIES HIRIEA T
WH2RIED A v ¥ =, BICAREFRECEVTHFA
THVCOLRZIEENEA 2 » > 210 DWT, EOARK
FEOMEBEAEETS. ABCXIT, MAL .,
Y. OBEHAEEL, ROBBHEA A > ARF
ENMLT LS EHLY LTI ExRT. fiu
T, RFEOMBESOMBIT DN D EBEbh bk
HOFEE, TOHBEFALENTS.

2. BEEMmA Y A ERFEOEH

KBTS EBNG 2 » v ENTFE ST, DT
LA MABNIELODFEDI L THS.

[AA] BRECTHT A CES S FmEE /o iim. &
BIEUT, A9 Y2 BROWORIXETAN IH
B, BIO 2y v BROBT AR~ 7 2BEH.
[(HH] MAKER THERINDL2KTA » ¥V a. °
DEBARCBEIEAREROBAYHTLIOLTE.
—H, WAL, v HAENFCHVRBRICRD L
NAHEHL, TORRTI - THELVOERIHBD,
KENMCVCS>TUTOHBEROERTHD EE L
bhs.
[(EMRERT—2 IS8T 2 A8ER] CAD TAEK X
AT T — 22k, #ouMHOe, RePEET S
I EOWESLE, HAHVIL LY Al E OB M T
— ZHEER L 0L ONE . T L OERY L DM
R T — 2 LT, EHAeFIEEL b T4
g VWX B D ENEF L.
[BHRODRONA Y 1 EBRER] BEFAtELLo4

NI | -El ectronic Library Service



Japan Society for Sinulation Technol ogy

90

Y2 R BERCERTAEEYRVT, ZABERD
HRIEZAF, EABEROMRTERCE-
ZENEE L. BIRCROFBALERL, BOK
BRI ECEEY 52 D,

[Av P aBRIDESOBERZHHE, &LUEHKH
BE] frv 2y v BRYERT 5 HEE, A
vV BRYERT HHEEY, BECEETES L
DEE L. Fi, 2o v BROBROBALD,
Ay V2 OFIVEEIR EHVCEROM T A v v 2 BR
DORE XPHELHIEHREAICEL T EAEE L.
[Av 21 BROBINAROBELRHE, &L0ER
WRE] HEEOELC, FHROBRRLETB -
T, Ay V2 BROBFIFHADVEECIEETES &
NEE L. i, 2y v BROBROBENDL,
Ay ¥ 2 BROBIIH AR HICEGINCELT S
ZEMEE L.

3. PEROMA A 2 aERFE

T, fEROMAA » v ERFEYIIEL,
hODOFENRED L SFRBEEL TV H0IDWT
EETS.

3.1 ERYEEAEE (Mapped mesh)

£z bhiciky, ZAFeHAR & ORSHik
CFETHEIL, ThThofERicEFEr~y v s
LTAy va®AERTEY (B1BR). £{0THF
BERFA OBV Hh TV 52, BHEE~OF
BoECIER I KE e IHAYETHOT, BB A » ¥
HERFHEIIITEVGEG. Fo, 2, Y2 DR, X
X, BIIFARRSBEBR~NOFBFERRCKEL
HHETHOT, FHFTENCIBELET 5.

3.2 {EBOAECA o T A v P a kR (Medial

axis decomposition)

FRI- & SHIMER

H1 #HoEmsEs

wFTIELT

FOMDERER
) 57

H2 FEROPOENCR 74 v v 2 R

— 20 —

5z ShIRBIRO B & 7% PO Y BEMER
L, ThER &S IO TFE= €V 7L TRy
YaERTEY (R22R). S RER T
RO E BEMER CERVWBERHD. A v ¥ 2D
Rz OO BBIABRBRCKESKETS. 20 >
2DKREXDOFEIRETHS. PP T ->TA
¥ 2 BRIRABNCETIT 525, ThSNORSHR
RIRETAHZ LIIRETHS.

3.3 IoXKZAV-BROFEESEE (Quad-

tree decomposition)

FRAYFEOIHRTE, 4 v V2 BROKEIFEL,
IR OIS U THRICSEILTA » v a il
BT 579 (38R, 52 bhfIROBREMN
Wik, Ay > BRABOREN L EEER
BRI CHEPLTLE I 1o, 2o Va2 BRERREETH
EHAXE T LIRS THD. EEHIC L -T2
v ¥ 2 BERIETIT D0, ThANAORTIH R IEE
THEIRETHB.

3.4 ERBA v 2 EBEREM (Advancing front)

L2 b REROBERC—Flic 2 » >~ 2 EHRY
HERL, TORACEL—Flc 2 » v BERYER
L, W3 BEYRELTA o ¥ 2 wERT 5610
(H48R). v v ORI HERL, KEZD
HELLH\v. FoFlEDD, LETIEELD
CAD YV 7 MIZEAZRTWA.

VU A o ¥ 2 DICDDBIRE A » ¥ o BREBRFE
ELTCHALN L DI, Paving® LN 5 FENRD
. TOFETIE, Ay ¥ BROERERERER
FROEBRBOTHIELF = » 7 Lichib, BIRE
BOBRGAEL DR —F1 D2 » ¥ 2 BEVAR
T5. ZoOFHEIKe, HEBR~OFHEOYL, Ay
V2 BROERIEOH R s & DIEBAA LR T

Wi
. »
,

— H*ﬂ’

B3 oK% E- ERERS S

e o

Bl4 ZBREA ¥ BRER

i1

VI l—vg v HIBKEOE

.NII-Electronic Library Service



Japan Society for Sinulation Technol ogy

5.
B 2 o v BRAEARFE R, PREROKER
Bz 2y ¥ 2 BRVBTIT D0, Ths 0TI
PIEETHZ LREETHD. T, HREHOMME
T, BARERDERIND Z EDE VI D hy,

Ay v BRARSRBIC BB EI2HD. F,
MERAER ZND £ oy > 2 BROFEITE COURERE A
KELIBDBENDB.

3.5 = Ay anbDEHR (Triangular to

quadrilateral conversion)

E2 bRICHRBEBC=/A 2 » v 2 RER LICE
K, TEHEITEOBBEZAVERY 7L, ©
DA x HE L THARERCERT 209 (K
5. EENBEMTH YD, EEELERCE
WCHBEE A » v Y HBAENTES. ZA 2
g VBT A » Y2 BROKE I BEICHEH T
EBHELEOT, LICHBTHZ LT
S BROKE IHEETHIE LA 2 5 >~ 2 B
TES.

TOFHER L ->THERINAMEA L » v 2 OEH
ik, SAVERYUARERCERT SIRFIC L -T
REIND. KFKFEAY=ZAVEROERIBF CHE

Ay

]
\VAVAVAYY
SRR, o ST
ssuas et Yesd
bguuzvsm& ;"’--
A

El5 =4 amboff

91

T54&, ZAREFROBRFYHL T L 5 KARIEEY
BETAHFELS, EAFA - BSE R OMNA
HERHAENTD L CBEBRIRFYRETHF
ERE, ZA 4, vaERERC v - T sz

& THAREROETIN Y EDEFED I ENHITH
hs.

EfA ., Yo bOTBRFHEOMBEAL, £, Vs
BROBRIZBRENHD LD ATHD. Ie¥inh,
ANTF =2 THHZA[A » a RERT DA V2 B
F0, FEAFCECEMRER LD TH T L L,
FOZATBEFRDON , 7V v IR Y » CIEFHE
MHAEVEZLBLOREE LWL THD.

4. BENUA A 9 2 2 ERFEORADEE

IR CHR~E D, EROMEA £ ¥ 2 ARTFHT
i, B, Ao vaBR, Ao vaKEX, A,V
2BIIHROWTFNRAD S THRBAXKR L o, R
Tk, THhLORBEEOMIICOHr D LB bhb ik
EOFHEEXBATS.

A1 ZBAY a2 ZRAVCEERBMAA Y1 &

X

S3ETHRNIE Y, BKRE A » ¥ = ERAREIX
nni - EmoTsRCEs sus
Db DIT, Ay ¥ BROTHAECET S 0HEEK
Mk E L & &, BRERORBICEA L ER 4
LT WS EAMBEEE LRV 5. ZORM
BEETHIDIE, ZHAy VahbOERICY -
TEKPICHBEER Y AN T 2 FELHE IR TV

Na Ny
(a) Initial front

N, N

(c) Top edge recovery

(d) Quadrilateral formation

(e) Local smooth

K6 =fMsovaAVKERPEA 2 » > £ (CkIE) X H5IH)

SR 6 A

NI | -El ectronic Library Service



Japan Society for Sinulation Technol ogy

92

%16,

ZOFETIE, FTE2LRLERC=AA, v a
HERTS. VT, FBOBRRCETD Ay v a
2 (B6 (@K TRTa) ZoHT5. KT,
IR LOMEA Ny B IO Ny 225 B CEE
FEEHHEHEA » v 2THEANp B LU Ne (K6(b)
BR) ¥BIRTS. KT, K6() (kKB TrT
#Y, Nad Np, Np & Ng, X0 Ng & Np % #ifs
THI LR > THARERYAERT . KRR, B
T eA L — o v 7B L -T2 o v 2 TEAEXBE
L, Be(e)iRd &5 LiEFFTHEWEROMAT
BFEYBDL. CONBYRETHZET, ZFAy >
2B Ay vV KEBRTS.

ZDOHETIE, BREA v ¥ 2 BERERE & RERIC
HROWCHBEERLYAERTES. ZA4 vy va
MTIEA » ¥ 2 BROKE I BECHETE 3 5L
BHE VDT, ThICFIFTAZET, 4y V2 BED
KEIXHERHBE LA » ~ o BERTES.
MAEERO TEHENRE O TUEEOHEINE I
2B ENTE, HhOFEBRATONAREROELR S
BT2Z LB TEHDT, EROBKI A v ¥ 2 BHR
AR ORMBEREBHT 5 & TES.

4.2 KRFOFRBFEEFILEFRAWMBA v 2R

=/ Y HBAERT A AENLFEL, T
L2 RIS A » v THEAXBEEL, £0IH
A% Delaunay Triangulation 7¢ & D 7 /v = ) X A TH
L TAy Yo BREYERTAFELRDD. 20L&
E, Ay Vi ERBERI Ay v HEORBR L - T
REIND. BRER=AA Y2 XERTHDD
Ay v JBEAREBEFEOOEDE LT, KFOFHET

Potential Energy

(a) MRIF D FF 5370

FARFESLFETORBREIN TS, TOFET
1, S FRENE S OARK T ¥ S IR e X8,
NFEY I 2 v—v g VEX - THBR T2 SFEES
5. M7 @QerRdT Xsc, SHREIW-APRT
DRLEXERTHZ LIc X b, EZARKEVER
DAy Y2 BREYERTHIENTES. 2 THT
D5 NRLFRIE, RFpoEnbOMEREOCR (K8
@R *HAVWTEHEIhS., COoFEIL, HE#HM:
R THABREREMA V2w ERTEBK
FTiel, AERTOXERYHIET 5 2 & THEICHT
Ay V2 BROKREIXHHCTEBFEL L.
OFERIERLICFEE LT, EE5LIE, 5FH
N b OB TFY ¥ I av—Y 3 VIRE - T
FHEL, TOMABETORLEYERT S (K
7b)BMR) LT, RAEREAA Y Y2 RERT
DFEELORHRE LTS, ZOFHE BT A8
KT OB HReFRAOERE, MAEFRTF OB EL
LOMEEEORIK &, MAREIT O 4 THAH, D OMERED

i

-»

)
NASAY WA MAY
e e

&

K7 FBRTFRIOCMEARNFOFREETF A RHVC A
v ¥ o R

Potential Energy

(o) PO TR D FF H 5570

K8 FERTI I OBEARKNTORDONT

Villb—vg v EHIBKREIE

NI | -El ectronic Library Service



Japan Society for Sinulation Technol ogy

F i o0 0x x
Fit AR AN X X X X
X X

+FFF ¥ A X x

+
+
+
+
_4\’
A+
X
X
X
X
X
¥
5
'+
+
+
I
XX X &k A+t

P A XD

£

RSy

c) MAFRT D

() BAA Y2 OER

K9 MHAEMATFOTEIC L ZMA A » v ER

B xEhRbHE7, K8b iR X5 cB8fxH
WA WARKITORRAARET B, KAFET
BRI AE S <7 28 Huv 5.
AFECETD 4 v v AROBERYR 9 RT.
K9(a) D)X AFEDANT —2TH5H. Ko
FWRER E~27 28 ThH, MIbLIE, 2o ¥ HE
FEOKREZIERETAHIFSHBTHA. K9k, Th
BOANT — 2 %R L CHATA T FIE I 16
BTHsr. Rod g, MAMKFOFLELTRERL
THERIRLMEAA » 2 ThHDL. ThbOEFEY
Bohs X o, ZoFkTr #HiEERCIT
Y IEFFCE S e M BILEFE AR T & 514
nHH. Fl, BABKNTOREIHEAT L L
T, Ay v BROKEIVBECHBETES. ¥
o, SFEF"I2BEANTHILET, 2y >a
BROBEF|HarBECHETE . RO BEYA
Ay v ERFHRIE, A o v 2 BROBES R %]
HTEBFERY, BEALRYID. FTODAK
FHL, HREREORBE SIEEYRD2HH T
HEOOEDTHAE VA,

5. BEINAA Y1 ERFEZRVEHR
BREZDOERITH
FELIY, 4y v EBROKEZIRFHEHTELEH
Pafs A o > o ERTFER AGT, ARERE (e
FEH) O EREOERCRI) LIcH G #E LT
WA, ZOHEFTIE, EAKOREY Y VAMLT

SERL1IE 6 A

93

10 BCBCAERINIIEAE 4 o ¥ 2 X BREMRITE
BB

HRER VIV =Y vTHI T, RINIRT X
ST BEUHEREXB TS,

TDYIabv—Y VRBELTEELE, ¥T2
S 2 BREBEODIC 20X 20D8E 2, v 2 (F11(a)
ZR) RGN 2T -7, HUT, £
EEILBOWIEROME, M EoTHHE, &7
PHFT BN EXRGT, 4, v EBREOAEX
BETHHEN (K11()BB) #FE L. v,
ZOSHEAREERLT, £ v EROKEILH
BB EIE LI 4 » v = (K11 ERB) 4R L,
DAy Y2 EBOCTHUREHET T - 1.

ZOBWREROB LR T 5 ICDIEE LI,
it R THEINHE A o ¥ a2 X ) S KIBICERE
DA\, 35X350MRME £ L v . (KIIBER) » 58
WU Z T -1, TOFBRERXHE LIL oK
1 THA. BHEBL 2 v Va2 BUBTERLE
35X35DREE £ o v 2 X VTSR Y LR TS
L, OBEYETRESMEROR/MEIITITHEL
WOT, MEOCHEE TS KIOTH D LY TE
B. F7:, 20X200HEE & o, oo T T S HEERE L,
BIGH e 4 v ¥ 2 i X BETERE OfIL, 354.65 T
Hoto. THIL3SX350HE 4 5 v 2T L B ERE
1329.35 X h A KIEIcdEL. Tz Enbh, EELC
L ABIEHIE 4 o 2 BTGB, T3 7ok
oA B2 Tl , Kig7 it BREOEMEYE
HLi.Z Enbhb.

NI | -El ectronic Library Service



Japan Society for Sinulation Technol ogy

94

*1

R R O B (Cemke) X b5

Aoz DEE Rz BEHK

FIERER] (%)

BRIZ T 5] E % DARME

400
538
1225

20x20 #EEA v V=
BWISHIA v =
35x35 WEA v 2

108.8
245.8
1329.3

-0.337
-0.288
-0.275

a) 20x20 1 Ayva x35 181 Aya

d) BRI

DK

RIEBI B Ic 4 » ¥ = EHBER L@k X
h—E51/8)

Q) Aya IR ySa

1

6. H &N E

AB{TIZ, BEUAZ » v ARFHECRDLND
BaE o, thiilT L BEbhaRaoFEr
A L.

BEDHEBEENOREC X b, HEHFOERE
A, X hEMLRBECARERBECEETS LR
bhs. FETRANLERED BEINA £ » v 2 AR
FHEIT, ThHOMBEC R T ERRET RE YA
Ay Vo ABERTAFEE LT, ARIIEATE
EEPh5.

COSBOSHEOBRELT, 4y Vv BROKE
IR CTHRLEINHMIERBLTHEABA » Y2 DT &
TTF 47 Ay VI ERRTAILLNELZLND.
Fio, AL Y2 I ILRERMENREELVES
hTw5 3ot ONEfF) A v v 2 ERORBR L
T, KB THEN LI L S el 2 o, v = ERFEY 3
KT BT 7o —FHRBRD ERELLRSD.

B ®

AEFRC S BART A - € — - = ABEANIK
K, HEREAK, HHEPRE FLEENMK WWHHEK

— 24 —

K,

H—FF— 2w vKEREEFDHEIZC, B#HO

BExRLET.

D

2)

3)

4

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

1)

12)

13)

2 £ ¥ ®

Ho—Le K.: Finite Element Mesh Generation Method: a Review
and Classification, Computer Aided Design, 20-1, 27/38
(1988)

Tam T. K. H., and Armstrong C. G.: 2D Finite Element
Mesh Generation by Medial Axis Subdivision, Advances in En-
gineering Software, 13, 313/324 (1991)

Yerry M. A., and Shephard M. S.: 4 Modified-quadtree Ap-
proach to Finite Element Mesh Generation, IEEE Computer
Graphics and Applications, 3, 39/46 (1983)

Baehmann P. L., Wittchen S. L., Shephard M. S., Grice
K. R., and Yerry M. A.: Robust Geometrically-based, Auto-
matic Two-Dimensional Mesh Generation, International Jour-
nal of Numerical Methods in Engineering, 24, 1043/1078
(1987)

Shephard M. S., and Georges M. K.: Automatic Three-
Dimensional Mesh Generation by the Finite Octree Technigue, In-
ternational Journal of Numerical Methods in Engineering,
32, 709/749 (1991)

Blacker T. D., and Stephenson M. B.: Paving: A New Ap-
proach to Automated Quadrilateral Mesh Generation, Interna-
tional Journal for Numerical Methods in Engineering, 32,
811/847 (1991)

Zhu J. Z., Zienkiewicz O. C., Hinton E., and Wu J.: 4
New Approach to the Development of Automatic Quadrilateral Mesh
Generation, International Journal for Numerical Methods in
Engineering, 32, 849/866 (1991)

Cass R. J., Benzley S. E., Meyers R. J., and Blacker T.
D.: Generating3—D Paving: An Automated Quadrilateral Surface
Mesh Generation Algorithm, International Journal of Numer-
cal Methodsin Engineering, 39, 1475/1489 (1996)

White D. R., and Kinney P.: Redesign of the Paving Al-
gorithm: Robusiness Enhancements through Element by Element
Meshing, Proceedings of 6% Meshing
Roundtable, 323/335 (1997)

Rees M.: Combining Quadrilateral and Triangular Meshing Us-

International

ing the Advancing Front Approach, Proceedings of 6 Interna-
tional Meshing Roundtable, 337/348 (1997)

Heighway E. A.: A Mesh Generator for Automatically Subdivid-
ing Irregular Polygons into Quadrilaterals, IEEE Transactions
on Magnetics, Mag-19, 2535/2538 (1983)

Lo S. H.: Generating Quadrilateral Elements on Plane and over
Curved Surfaces, Computer and Structures, 31-3, 421/426
(1989)

Johnston B. P., Sullivan J. M., and Kwasnik A.: Automatic
Conversion of Triangular Finite Element Meshes to Quadrilateral

Yiabv-vav BISEE2E

NI | -El ectronic Library Service



Japan Society for Sinulation Technol ogy

14)

15)

16)

17)

SERIIEG6 A

Elements, International Journal for Numerical Methods in
Engineering, 31, 67/84 (1991)

Shimada K., and Itoh T.: Automated Conversion of 2D
Triangular Mesh into Quadrilateral Mesh, Proceedings of In-
ternational Conference on Computational Engineering
Science ’95, 350/355 (1995)

Borouchaki H., Frey P J., and George P. L.: Unstructured
Triangle-Quadrilateral Mesh Generation. Application to Surface
Meshing, Proceedings of 5%
Roundtable, 229/242 (1996)
Owen S. J., Staten M. L., Canann S. A., and Saigal S.:
Advancing Front Quadrilateral Meshing Using Triangle Transfor-

International Meshing

mation, Proceedings of 7't International Meshing Roundta-
ble, 409/428 (1998)

Shimada K.: Physically-based Mesh Generation: Automated
Triamgulation of Surfaces and Volumes via Bubble Packing, Ph. D

18)

19)

20)

21)

95

thesis, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (1993)
BH:WEBEEFACIEB A, v BE, Yoy
— g v, 12-1, 11/20 (1993)

Bk, WA, L, KA, HE: FHRESTA - 2
vy V2 ERBWARBEEA 4, v B, BRAES
L7537 47 ALCADBFRE®E, 97-CG-87, 7/12
(1997)

Shimada K., Liao J., and Itoh T.: Quadrilateral Meshing with
Directionality Control through the Packing of Square Cells,
Proceedings of 7% International Meshing Roundtable,
61/75 (1998)

Shimada K., Mori N., Kondo T., Itoh T., Kase K., and
Makinouchi A.: Automated Mesh Generation for Sheet Metal
Forming Stmulation, Proceedings of Numisheet '96, 300/307
(1996)

NI | -El ectronic Library Service



