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Shiozaki Junko
Two decades of children's reading and library

services for children: Insights from the literature

A review of literature reveals multifaceted changes
in children’s services at public libraries over the past
two decades. Amidst significant societal change, the
following trends have emerged: efforts to preserve
and build upon the experience and expertise of
predecessors, developments in library services
to babies and toddlers as well as to young adults,
expansion of outreach services for children who
face barriers to accessing library services, growing
adaptation of digital services, and changes in the role

of libraries as a community space. At the same time,

the training and education of children’s librarians as

specialized professionals remain significant challenges.
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