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Wales

A Textbook Used in Wales in the Early Year 1900s (1)

/ /
NOZAWA Shigenori
l.
1900 (The Little Red History of
Wales. Book II.)
Maestir St.
Mary's Board School (1880-1916) Wales Cardiff
St. Fagans (Museum of Welsh Life) !
WILLIAM GLOVER 1911
(Eurwyn
Wiliam, 1995, p. 36) custodian Calbin
Rees (3rd or 4th year)
Il.
(1982, 1989) Nash (1991)
Wales
England ( , 1989)
(1982, p. 104)
(Act on Union) (1536) Blue Books
(1847)
(Education Act) (1870)
(Act on Union) (1536)

But Wales was conquered by England, and in 1536 through the Act of Union it became
a part of England. The law made English the 'official' language. (NEW CROWN 3, p. 81)



. (1998). Wales
(SUURCLE) , 1-8.

Nash (1991, p. 3) 90%
grammar school

Yet, in spite of this, a small but determined group of scholars fought to establish Welsh
as a language of status and expression within the new intellectual climate of the European
Renaissance. (Nash, 1991, p. 3)

formal education
200 1800 70%

1847 Blue Books

They (=Three commissioners) were charged with examining all aspects of education
in Wales, and also the conditions of the schoolrooms and pupils' homes; sanitary provision,
if any; teaching standards; and draw conclusions on the moral standards of the population.
(Nash, 1993, p. 14)

Blue Books

The Reports highlightened the shortcomings of many school buildings and teaching
standards but also placed undue emphasis on the children's poor command of the English
language which was seen as an obstacle to their betterment.  (ibid, p. 16)

..., the valuable research carried out by the commissioners in identifying the
poor condition of so many school buildings, the lack of teaching equipment, sanitary
arrangements and th low standards of teaching was overshadowed by their excessive
emphasis on the children's inability to answer often misleading questions through the
medium of English, and by the commissioners' inablitity to grasp the nature and
complexity of Welsh life and society. (ibid, p. 16)

"WELSH NOT" "W.N."

Various methods were adopted to discourage children from speaking Welsh at school.
The most notorious or best known was the use of the 'Welsh Not' or 'Welsh Stick'.
This was a small piece of wood with the letters "W.N." or ' WELSH NOT or similar carved
uponit. (ibid. p. 17)

..., teachers used equally sinister methods to disuade pupils from using the Welsh
language. At Neuaddlwyd, in Dyfed, during the early nineteenth century, the master,
a Dr Phillips, expected his monitor to collect at least 9.5 d. (4p) each week in fines from
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pupils for rowdy behaviour and for speaking Welsh so that he could buy his usual 2 oz.

supply of tobacco! Other punishments included making the offending child stand on one leg
in a corner with the "Welsh Stick" in his mouth; or, as recorded in Cardiganshire,

making the child stand on one leg on a bench, holding a heavy Bible in one hand. (ibid, p. 19)

Wales
punishment

1887 Montgomerysher Collections Powys

Many were the stratagems used by the wearers in inveigle others into trouble, and so
rid themselves of the odious burden. Boys would betray their best friends. No child could
rest happy with this token of sure punishment hanging round his neck. They strained their
ears, even for whispers. A few teachers even made children wear it home from school.
(ibid, p. 19)

punishment

(Education Act) "Education Act laid the foundations for a

general education system that could be suited to the needs of both the rural and urban population of
Wales". (ibid, p. 20)

New Education Act (1902)

,1989, p. 441

Education was regarded as synonymous with a knowledge of English, and without
the language one could not hope to 'get on in the world'.

No attempt appears to have been made to try to reach the people through their
own language, rather than imposing upon the children a language foreign to them in the hope
that this would lead to the universal advancement and betterment of the population, and
particularly of the labouring classes. (Nash, 1991, p. 14)

Act of Union Education Act

(1982, p. 86)

(internal colonialism)
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A.
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C.
1282
Prince of Wales
(conquer)
(fusion)

When it is said that Edward I. conquered Wales, the expression is not strictly accurate:
it would be more correct to state that he greatly extended the power of the crown, and
paved the way for what was to come; that is, a final and complete fusion of England and
Wales. (p.5)

(united, union, the two countries are one, etc)

Wales is, we say, united to England; and union is strength. The two united countries
are stronger than either could possible have been apart....

Wales, then, has gained in strength by the union. And she has not lost her freedom.
No one can now say that a Welshman is not every whit as free as an Englishman,... The
two countries are one, and the two people are one one is every right and privilege.
(pp. 11-12)

(war)

(politically joined)

It is well to remember that the war between Edward |. and Wales was not, strictly
speaking, a war between England and Wales. In the English army there were many
Welshmen, patriotic Welshmen too, who really and truly loved their country, but thought
it would be best for Wales if she were politically joined to England. (p. 8)
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(civilized)

...for we argue that it is better for a country to be ruled by a civilised power than by
one which is uncivilised. But with Edward . it was not a case of a civilised country
subduing an uncivilised one; for on the whole, Wales was then, to say the least, quite
as civilised as England. (p. 9)

civilized
(simple)

(humane) (fairer)
Her (=Welsh) laws were more simple, often more just, and always more humane.
English law gave the eldest son a preference in the inheritance of property: Welsh law
was surely fairer, for it gave an equal share to each of the sons. (p. 9)

Welsh law, when it condemned a man to death, executed him without circumstances
of needless brutality. (p. 9)

In love of poetry and music, too, Wales could compare favourably with the England of
those days. Not only had she a distinct literary language, but literature was appreciated
and cultivated in a far greater degree than in England. (p. 10)

A. Edward I.

Long before Edward's time, the Norman barons had already seized large tracts of land.
Along the valleys of the Clwyd,...they had great possessions, and these possessions
needed no fresh conquering: they were conquered already. (p.5)

(cruel)
(hang)

The nature of a country's laws often shows us the character of the people who make
them. The Norman laws were cruel: so were the Normans themselves. A Welshman
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of those days might do savage deeds in the heat of battle, but it was very seldom he
would do them when the fight was over: he was not at all given to cold-blooded cruelty.
With the Normans this was far otherwise. They often disfigured the bodies of dead foes;
and in the reign of John they hanged a little boy, a Welsh hostage, at Shrewsbury,
because his father had rebelled against them. (p. 10)

1900

(1989, p. 442)

1900
2
1)
Education Department Jayne Murphy
"WELSH NOT" Punishment
Appendix
(@3] DESCRIPTIVE GEOGRAPHY
READERS. BOOK BOOK
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