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Sharing Road Information for the Winter Road Management
- Results of the Greater Sapporo WHITE-NET Projects during the Winter of 1997/98 -
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In Greater Sapporo, since December, 1995, the Civil Engineering Research Institute has been
experimenting on a frozen road surface forecast system in cooperation with road administrators and
meteorological organizations, as well as discussing winter road management methods using forecast
information on snowfall and frozen road surfaces. In addition, learning from the above experience, the
institute has been advocating and, in fact, has been partly developing the Greater Sapporoc WHITE-NET
Concept, an information system under which organizations concerned, including snow clearance
subcontractors and other road administrators, share information and carry out road maintenance operations in
well-coordinated and geographically balanced ways with the Sapporo Road Office’s cooperation.

Having observed the innovative attempts being made by the Civil Engineering Research Institute and
the Sapporo Road office in August, 1997, the "Hokkaido Liaison Conference on Winter Road Management
Planning" composed of Hokkaido's major road administrators including the Hokkaido Development Bureau,
the Hokkaido government, the City of Sapporo and the Hokkaido Branch of the Japan Highway Public
Corporation, set up the "Task Force on Greater Sapporo Advanced Road Information Utilization”. From the
viewpoint of realizing efficient and intelligent road management especially for winter, the task force pledged
cooperation jn research and a review on appropriate methods of sharing information for organizations to
make concerted operations, as well as providing information to road users. The task force also promised to
assist the Civil Engineering Research Institute, the Sapporo Road Office and other organizations in their
experiments during the 1997/1998 winter period. Results and achievements of the experiments will be
reported on this paper,
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