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Three Pieces about Patrick White

Michio Ochi

1. A MOVE TO PULL WHITE OUT OF THE APOTHEOSIS

The 1960 counterculture exposed the self-contradiction in Patrick White ;
though he had been along with the counterculture taking a liberal stance to-
ward a number of social as well as cultural problems, he stuck to almost aris—
tocratic attitude in writing entirely opposite to the popularism of 1960 s.

The exposure seems to have been considerably responsible for the tendency
among young writers and literary people to turn away from the god-like in-
fluence White has long been wielding upon Australian literary scene.

The tendency might be seen as another example of the struggle between the
communalism and solipsism in the literature of this country; the former has
been represented by Henry Lawson depicting his characters strictly in context of
their community while the latter is said to have first taken root in the poems of
Christopher Brennan who sought to cut into the mysterious depth of human
psyche far away from the noisy pioneering situation of his country. The 1960 s
literary movement may safely be compared to the communal tendency Lawson
represented and that is why those who join it are turning their back to White

who is exactly the successor to Brennan’s line.

2. HOW WHITE SPENT THE WEEKS AND DAYS BEFORE HIS DECEASE
Several glimses at how White faced his last days collected from Australian

newspapers and periodicals.

3. HOW WHITE MADE ARTISTIC USE OF HIS HOMOSEXUAL EXPERIENCES

In his autobiography White confesses that the nullification of his fear of
being an outsider against the social and moral code as a homosexual person
liberated in him a very special and unique cognitive as well as intuitive power

that had been raised through the experiences he had to accumulate deep inside
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because of his almost impossible existence with three identities; man, woman
and artist, mixed altogether within himself.

The confession is so helpful to me in looking not only into THE
VIVISECTOR in which White gives his. first full presentation of an artist hero
but also into THE TWYBORN AFFAIR in which he first depitcs the hero as a
homesexual person. The crisscrossing of the artist-hero and the homosexual
hero in these works should be examined more extensively in terms of the

autobiographical confession.



