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Urbanization in Northeast China Since ca.1930
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Abstract

0 O Cities in China have been experiencing extremely fast urbanization since the 1980s.
The rapid expansion of urban areas has been causing various land-use and other kinds of
problems. However, because of the lack of reliable data and the delay in related study,
they are not yet understood well. Much of research on urbanization in China relies on
satellite images for spatial and quantitative information on urban expansion, and it
inevitably restricts study period to the 1980s onward. Although the land-use changes in
China during this period have been great and their environmental impacts severe, more
attention is desired to be directed to long-term changes as well as the recent ones, as
without knowing the former the present situation and future prospect cannot be accurately
grasped. For those reasons, Institute of Geography, Asahikawa Campus, Hokkaido
University of Education, started a project on urbanization in China in 2003, in which
1:50,000 topographic maps of China produced by Japan ca.1930, which are generally
called gaiho-zu in Japanese, Atlas of Cities of China and Landsat ETM+ satellite images
were used as basic information sources. The present paper reports on the compilation and
preliminary analyses of the land-use datasets of twenty-two cities in Heilongjiang, Jilin
and Liaoning Provinces as part of the series of study, and on the comparison of
urbanization and its background in China. It has been found that urbanization in Northeast
China generally follow the pattern of acceleration observed in southern China, but that its

speed since the 1980s is not as high as that in the latter.
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