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Aoi, Koizumi Masanori

Management Structures of Public Libraries in Japan:

Developments Post-2016

This paper reviews research articles concerning
the management structures of public libraries
in Japan from mid-2016 to early 2023. We focus
on some factors that have a significant impact
on public libraries’ management structures and
librarians expertise. This review examines multiple
perspectives, primarily: 1) prevailing library
policies and systems; 2) public libraries in public
complex facilities and their cooperational services,
organizational integration, and hybridization; and 3)
the ramifications of digital transformation on public
libraries organizational configuration, with specific
emphasis on pre- and post-COVID-19 scenarios.
In conclusion, we discern that Japanese public
libraries are fostering reciprocal partnerships with
diverse entities, adapting to novel organizational
structures and enhancing librarian competencies
amidst declining populations and swift technological

advancements.
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